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June 25, 2026
Dear Friends of the IDSDC,

-WOOH00
FINAL PHASE CONSTRUCTION UNDERWAY

Meet the McCarthy Builders team that is aiming to complete
construction by December 31.

L. to R. Julia Thorson, Project Manager; Seth Bond, Project Superintendent; Dan Sullivan, Project
Engineer



As the entire sign says, “Behind These Temporary Walls,
Amazing Things Are Being Built.” We can’t wait until everyone
gets to see all the amazing things!

However, keep in mind that after construction is complete, at least
one to two months of furnishing is needed to install projectors for
the planetarium; 60+ exhibits for the exhibit hall; seats, sound
systems, LED video wall for the theater; etc.

We will keep you informed of construction progress in the months
ahead.

FIRST SCIENTIFIC RESULTS
FROM THE IDSDC TELESCOPE

On May 2, 2026, at about 3:15 A.M. the shadow of a 5.6-mile
diameter asteroid swept across Fountain Hills. As the asteroid
passed in front of a dim star, the star winked out for about six
tenths of a second. This type of event is called an “occultation”.
We recorded it with our new PlaneWave 27.5” telescope.

Carefully recording the time that the star disappears and
reappears behind the asteroid gives scientists highly accurate
knowledge of the asteroid’s size, shape and orbit — information
that might someday allow us to deflect an asteroid headed toward
Earth!

Below, you can see the star before the asteroid passed in front of
it, and then during the occultation when it is almost invisible.



Below is an animation showing the area around Fountain Hills
where the occultation could be seen.

Data from events like this are sent to the Minor Planet Center
where they become part of the library of information about each
asteroid. Also, the IDSDC will be listed as a co-author for any
publicized articles on occultations being measured and
researched from our telescope.

This is an exciting milestone for our Dark Sky Observatory. For
those of you interested in a deeper dive into the science and
graphs associated with this occultation, click HERE.


https://darkskycenter.org/may-2026-occultation/

SNEAK PREVIEW
OF EXHIBIT HALL INTERACTIVE

There will be over 60 wonderful exhibits in the Night Sky Exhibit
Hall. Some will be large educational panels while others will be
interactives that will engage visitors.

We are sharing with you a short video teaser of the Firefly
interactive. What you’re going to see is something that isn’t
completely finished, so please understand that an actual hands-
on experience will be a far more exciting and educational
engagement.

The teaser for the Firefly Interactive is HERE.

Can you imagine how incredible it will be to see over 60 awesome
exhibits? We are truly looking forward to opening.

FOUNTAIN HILLS DARK SKIES HIGHLIGHTED

7 PLACES TO ENJOY ARIZONA'S DARK
SKIES

Discover seven Arizona destinations that offer stunning starry sights, plus top tips from
photographers for capturing the beauty of the evening sky.

The Arizona Office of Tourism and America250 Commission
implemented the Passport250 program to highlight 250
destinations and activities in Arizona for visitors to experience.


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fjyXErPCoRw

The 250 experiences are divided by theme, one of which is the
Dark Skies250 Passport that showcases stargazing destinations
and Arizona’s celebrated night skies.

Fountain Hills is 1 of only 7 locations highlighted. If you
click HERE, you will see that Fountain Hills is in very good
company.

There is no question that many Arizona visitors will want to check
out the International Dark Sky Discovery Center starting in 2027.
We can’t thank the Arizona Office of Tourism enough for their
ongoing support.

ARCHITECTURAL AWARD - 1STPLACE

We are happy to announce that Swaback Architects received a
first-place architectural award for our Discovery Center. This is a
welcome surprise and a reflection of the many people who have
commented on the beautiful custom colors reflected off the
planetarium dome.

2025
PROJECT OF THE YEAR
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FIRST PLACE | ACCENTS

SWABACK Architects & Planners
for International Dark Sky Discovery Center
Fountain Hills, AZ

ng  ATAS International, Inc.

Congratulations to Swaback Architecture for the design and
McCarthy Builders for the construction!


https://www.visitarizona.com/like-a-local/7-places-to-enjoy-arizonas-dark-skies

NEW DIRECTED GIFTS

Over 60 directed gifts have already been claimed by our generous
donors. We can’t tell you how much this has been appreciated.

To provide some additional options, we added the planets that will
be highlighted in
the planetarium
hallway. Some
are shown to the
right.

Directed Gift
options are
HERE. Claim a
planet before they
are gone.

THE GO (Grand Opening) CAMPAIGN

Launched last month, the GO Campaign is a GO. Multiple
donations have moved us closer to the goal post. However, your
continued support is still needed to have every component of
our facility both finished and furnished.

Join the GO Campaign and help us get this done!!!!


https://darkskycenter.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/06/Directed-Gifts-Pledges-Program-v41-1.pdf

If you have any ideas that would make our Grand Opening the
most amazing grand opening in the history of the universe, send
your ideas to info@darkskycenter.org.

Donation Options:

Mission Support Program
or
Directed Gifts

For more information or to donate, click HERE
To see Directed Gift opportunities, click HERE

Questions are welcomed and can be emailed to: info@darkskycenter.org

All donations are tax-deductible. EIN: 83-3364739

TAX-SAVING OPPORTUNITIES FOR DONATIONS

Required Minimum Distribution = Qualified Charitable Distribution Donor Advised Fund
Those over 73 can use an RMD Those over 70.5 can use a Those using a DAF can have
to minimize tax responsibilities QCD to donate up to $105,000 their advisor select us. We are

for donations. directly from their IRA. gold level certified by Guidestar.

Click HERE for more info Click HERE for more info Click HERE for more info



mailto:info@darkskycenter.org
https://darkskycenter.org/donate/
https://darkskycenter.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/06/Directed-Gifts-Pledges-Program-v41-1.pdf

Please forward this email to anyone who might be interested in
the International Dark Sky Discovery Center.

If you received this email because someone forwarded it to you,
we encourage you to join the email distribution list for exciting
updates. Sign up on our Contact Page HERE.

Enjoy the upcoming July 4t holiday

And may all your stars align, Reitghghgaghgaghgis


https://darkskycenter.org/contact/
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Nick Proctor, Board Member at Large
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