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What a milestone to share with our IDSDC friends!

TELESCOPE IS INSTALLED

The installation of the PlaneWave telescope on September 29
was an awe-inspiring milestone. This marks the Dark Sky
Observatory as the first of our four major education-focused areas
of the Discovery Center to be completed.

The photos below show the first of three telescope components
being delivered to its home in the Dark Sky Observatory.




This amazing telescope with its 27.5-inch aperture will present
visitors with the most spectacular views of planets, galaxies,
nebula, and more that the Valley has ever seen.

Equipped with advanced astrophotography cameras, the
telescope will offer research and education in addition to public
viewing. Also, its remote-control capability provides opportunities
for scientific research and astrophotography locally and globally.

“The Center reinforces Arizona’s commitment to expanding our
understanding of the universe,” said ASU President Michael M.
Crow, “and we look forward to working with them to advance new
research and learning opportunities.”

The control room pictured below is quite saturated with
technology (control systems, weather station, etc.) to provide local
and remote-control capabilities.




The photo at right shows the telescope
assembled. However, it needs to
undergo calibration and extensive
operator training before its “first light”,
the highly anticipated moment when it
first captures starlight.

For more information and quotes from
key leaders, you can read the press
release HERE.

VISIT FROM GRIFFITH

We had the opportunity to give a tour
of the Discovery Center to Mark Pine,
Deputy Director of the Griffith
Observatory in Los Angeles. With his
many years of experience, Mark was
able to share some great operations-
related ideas for us. He was very
impressed with our facility, our plans
for STEM science education, and the unique vision for our exhibit
hall to educate visitors about the importance of dark skies. He had
a lot to say about excessive lighting in LA.

L. to R. Mark Pine, Joe Bill

Mark came to Arizona to attend a meeting in Flagstaff of the
Alliance of Historical Observatories. These observatories have
played pivotal roles in advancing our understanding of the
COSmoS.


https://darkskycenter.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/Press-Release-IDSDC-25-09-29.pdf

There are 25 historical observatory members from around the
world. Below are six of the founding observatories, their location,
and the date they were established:

Griffith Observatory, Los Angeles (1935),

Lowell Observatory, Flagstaff(1894),

Lick Observatory, Mt. Hamilton, California, (1888)
Mt. Wilson Observatory, California, (1904)
Palomar Observatory, California, (1948)

Yerkes Observatory, Wisconsin, (1892)

LOGO TRADEMARK APPROVED

Our logo is now trademarked as shown by a portion of the
certificate.

State of Arizona
Department of State

TRADEMARK CERTIFICATION

The word INTERNATIONAL in codec font is in a semicircular arrangement over the top of a gradient blue
sky with six small white stars.
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1, Adrian Fontes, Arizona Secretary of State, do hereby certify that a copy of the Trademark annexed hereto, has
been duly registered pursuant to Section 44-1445, Arizona Revised Statutes, on behalf of:

International Dark Sky Discovery Center Inc
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INSPIRATION THEATER NEEDS HELP

The illustration below shows that for the next construction phase
we have funding for everything EXCEPT the Inspiration
Theater.
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The theater, featuring an amazing 5K, 27-foot-wide
LED video wall, is a critical educational component!

We really need to make the theater part of Phase 2 so that there
is no Phase 3 construction, not only to save money, but also to
have a sensational GRAND OPENING with the entire facility
finished and furnished.



To bring the theater into Phase 2, we need to raise $2M.

The time frame for completion of Phase 2 is roughly estimated to
be the summer of 2026.

As we move forward, we will do our best to keep you informed of
our progress.

LET’S MAKE THIS HAPPEN!

YOUR ONGOING SUPPORT IS WHAT
WILL TAKE US TO THE FINISH LINE

Donation Options:

Mission Support Program
Directed Gifts

For more information or to donate, click HERE
For a list of Directed Gifts, Click HERE

Questions are welcomed and can be emailed to: info@darkskycenter.org

All donations are tax-deductible. EIN: 83-3364739


https://darkskycenter.org/donate/
https://darkskycenter.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/Directed-Gifts-Pledges-Program-v30.pdf

TAX-SAVING OPPORTUNITIES FOR DONATIONS

Required Minimum Distribution = Qualified Charitable Distribution Donor Advised Fund
Those over 73 can use an RMD Those over 70.5 can use a Those using a DAF can have
to minimize tax responsibilities  QCD to donate up to $105,000 their advisor select us. We are

for donations. directly from their IRA. gold level certified by Guidestar.

Click HERE for more info Click HERE for more info Click HERE for more info

Please forward this email to anyone who might be interested in
the International Dark Sky Discovery Center.

If you received this email because someone forwarded it to you,
we encourage you to join the email distribution list for exciting
updates. Sign up on our Contact Page HERE.

May all your stars align,
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