
 

 
 
 
July 3, 2025  
 
Dear Friends of the 
IDSDC, 
 
Things can’t get much 
more exciting than they 
are right now. The 
fireworks represent the 
amazing transformative 
impact of recent events. 

 

GAME CHANGER FUNDING 
An Additional $7 million Raised  

 
The first fantastic news is that the $140,000 Summer Solstice 
Matching program was exceeded with $158,500. That will 
effectively add $298,500.  Sincere thanks to all who participated 
in this program! 
 
More great news is that we have recently been fortunate to have 
received several large private donations that have significantly 
added to our momentum going forward. 



 
 
Game changing funding began with an anonymous donation of  
$1.5M. Shortly after, another anonymous donor offered a $1.5M 
matching grant. We are incredibly grateful for this amazing 
support! 
 
The first to apply a major donation to this new matching grant is 
Elizabeth Matej-Horchem. She is shown below with her husband 
presenting a check to Board President Joe Bill for $625,000.  
With that generous donation, there remains $875,000 available to 
be matched as part of the $1.5M matching grant. 
 
 

 



L. to R.  Joe Bill, Elizabeth Matej-Horchem, Bogumil N. Horchem 

We offer a profound thank you to the Horchems and the 
two anonymous donors for their extraordinary support! 

 
Even More Excitement 

 
The good news continued when Governor Hobbs signed the 2026 
Arizona state budget on June 27.  That’s when we discovered 
$3.3M is allocated to the International Dark Sky Discovery 
Center.  
 
State funding like this does not happen without multiple legislators 
and staff in the governor’s office understanding what the 
Discovery Center means to our Astronomy State.  
 
We all owe a big thank you to State Senator and Senate 
Majority Leader, John Kavanagh, for guiding the effort to 
secure this funding. 
 
Our entire team is ecstatic about how the total new donations 
have brought us substantially closer to finishing and furnishing an 
amazing, unique-in-the world educational attraction. 

 
What Does This New Funding Mean?  

 
The short answer is that we can now complete significantly more 
areas of the Discovery Center.  We are thrilled about this 
opportunity to move forward. 
 



The green area in the illustration below shows the initial phase of 
construction that will be completed in mid-July.  
 

 
Now we are laser-focused on two things.  
One is furnishing the green area (installing 
the telescope, stocking the gift shop, etc.). 
That, along with staff training and setting up 
various systems, will take some time.  
 
The other priority is careful assessment of 
cash flow and defining the additional areas 
that can be completed with the new funding.  
 
As we move forward, we will do our best to keep you informed of 
our progress.  
 



 
YOUR ONGOING 

SUPPORT IS WHAT 
WILL TAKE US TO THE 

FINISH LINE 
 

Donation Options 
 

Naming Rights 
Mission Support Program 

Directed Gifts 
 

 
 

All donations are tax-deductible.  EIN: 83-3364739 
 

 
 



 

Don’t Forget Legacy Options 
Naming rights and directed gifts are available from $5,000 to $8 
million.  Options are HERE. 
 
Questions are welcomed and can be emailed to 
info@darkskycenter.org. 
 

 
 
Please forward this email to anyone who might be interested in 
the International Dark Sky Discovery Center.   
 
If you received this email because someone forwarded it to you, 
we encourage you to join the email distribution list for exciting 
updates. Sign up on our Contact Page. 
 
May all your stars align, ✨   	
 
Board of Directors 
Joe Bill, President 
John Craft, Vice President, Dark Sky Preservation 
Nancy Bill, Treasurer 
April Sessner, Secretary 
Scott Adams, Hyperspace Planetarium Champion 
Ted Blank, Dark Sky Observatory Champion 
Jerry Butler, Construction Liaison 

https://darkskycenter.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/Directed-Gifts-Pledges-Program-v10.pdf


Vicky Derksen, Social Media & Website Manager 
Jeff Esposito, Board Member at Large 
Walt Franklin, Inspiration Theater Champion 
Bruce Kosaveach, Philanthropy Manager 
Alan Magazine, Former Town Council member 
Tony Pistilli, Night Sky Exhibit Hall Champion 
Nick Proctor, Board Member at Large 
Nancy Schneider, Philanthropy Manager 
Geoff Yazzetta, Community Relations Manager 


