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Friends of the IDSDC,

Excitement is increasing as we approach our phased opening in the
fall. Here are the . ..

Important Updates:

Amazing Construction Progress

Full Time Astronomer Position Available

Great New Support Statement

Shooting Stars in the Discovery Center Lobby??
Fort McDowell Yavapai Nation Donation

Over 500 New Subscribers!!

Record-Setting Dark Sky Festival Recap

New Directed Gift Opportunities

Summer Solstice Matching Program Update


https://darkskycenter.org/donate/

CONSTRUCTION PROGRESS

July 11 is the date that phase one construction is scheduled to
be completed. That does not mean the Center will open then.
Several months will be needed to prepare for a phased opening by
installing our PlaneWave CDK700 telescope, finishing displays,
stocking the gift shop, training staff & volunteers, etc.

The photos below were recently taken.

Craig & Ruth Gimbel
HYPERSPACE PLANETARIUM




Accepting Applications for
Full-time Astronomer :

Late summer, we will have a fully
functioning Observatory with the largest \

telescope in the Greater Phoenix area. 3@\

Therefore, we need a fully functioning E:g_r_

astronomer. Astronomers who are also —

inspirational educators are encouraged

to apply ASAP HERE. e Gl somenodye

New Support Statement

“Arizona’s unique night sky experiences are part of what make it a
great place to live and to visit. The International Dark Sky Discovery
Center will serve along with the Lowell Observatory, Kitt Peak, and
many others in promoting education, tourism, and protecting our starlit
skies for future generations.”

Ruben Gallego, U.S. Senator, Arizona

Shooting Stars in the Lobby??

Only a small percentage of shooting stars (meteors) make it to the
ground without burning up in the atmosphere. Those that hit the
ground are called meteorites. We are very excited and happy to
announce that ASU will loan some meteorites to the Discovery Center
to display in the lobby. Thank you, ASU.

Some of you might remember Professor Rhonda Stroud who was a
keynote speaker at the 2023 Dark Sky Festival. She is the Director of
the Buseck Center for Meteorite Studies, and we will be working with
her to choose some very impressive meteorites for display.


https://darkskycenter.org/jobs/

Below are photos in a climate-controlled room that is necessary to
preserve meteorites. For example, iron meteorites will rust if the
humidity is too high.
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Above photo courtesy of Bob Burns, Fountain Hills Times Independent

Welcome New Subscribers

Since our last newsletter, the number of subscribers to our email
updates went from about 1,500 to over 2,000. Many residents of Rio
Verde and Tonto Verde signed up at a presentation given by Board
members Tony Pistilli and Ted Blank with assistance from April
Sessner. This event was hosted by Rotary of the Verdes and

Suzanne Nann.

—

Many new subscribers also signed up at the Dark Sky Festival.



And lastly, the merger of the Discovery Center with the Dark Sky
Preservation team is bringing our mailing lists together.

We encourage all new subscribers to watch the very short
Inspirational and Flyover videos on our homepage HERE. ltis
the quickest way to understand the vision for the International Dark
Sky Discovery,

Dark Sky Festival Breaks All Records

We remain ecstatic about the success of the Dark Sky Festival on
March 29. Thanks to the hard work of Al Lorenz, his awesome team
leaders, and 135 volunteers, the result was the largest number of
attendees, most sponsors, most exhibitors, most people in the
ballroom for keynote speakers, most profitable silent auction, largest
star party, and more. | can’t say it better than what Al stated below.

“l want to express the gratitude and amazement | felt during and after our
2025 Dark Sky Festival. This annual event continues to grow and be an
amazing display of the enthusiasm our community has for the special dark sky
treasure we all enjoy in Fountain Hills. Being the 17th International Dark Sky
Community isn’t just a badge of honor we wear; it's something we get to live
every single night and celebrate with our annual Dark Sky Festival.”

Below are photos courtesy of professional photographer Rob Mains.
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https://darkskycenter.org/
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Amazing Outside Exhibits Great Horned Owl Future Mars Astronaut

Star Party with 10 Large Telescopes Laser Tour of Night Sky



If you are interested in more details about the festival, including
videos of the two keynote speakers, click HERE. This link will take
you to the newsletter published by our Dark Sky Preservation
Committee. That monthly publication focuses on upcoming star
parties, special celestial events, and preserving our dark skies. You
can subscribe HERE.

New Directed Gift Opportunities

With many directed gifts claimed, new directed gifts have been added
that focus on the Night Sky Exhibit Hall. All directed gift options are
HERE.

Matching Program Update

Our $140,000 matching program was

launched on March 13. We are happy \ Gé‘lgbratm 3

to announce that as of today we have

received $40,500 in matching funds. Ihfl Summer éOlgth?
Our goal is to meet or exceed the $140K | -, \
goal by the summer solstice on June 20. = =

THANK YOU to those who contributed!!

Only with your help can we fully bring to life this
amazing international centerpiece.

Double Your Donation click me

Don’t Forget About Legacy Options


https://us6.campaign-archive.com/?u=cfdf419cf3759957cdc0c9ee5&id=6d4c2fcb7a
https://fhdarksky.com/
https://darkskycenter.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/Directed-Gifts-Pledges-Program-v15.pdf
https://darkskycenter.org/donate/

Naming rights and directed gifts are available from $5,000 to $8
million. Options are HERE.

Questions are welcomed and can be emailed to info@darkskycenter.org.

Let’s act now and build an amazing future together.
Only with your help can we fully bring to life this
incredible educational and research gem.

Donation Options

Major Component Naming Rights
Mission Support Program
Directed Gifts

'FOR MORE INFORMATION, OR TO DONATE

- Click Me

All donations are tax-deductible. EIN: 83-3364739

TAX-SAVING OPPORTUNITIES FOR DONATIONS

Required Minimum Distribution = Qualified Charitable Distribution Donor Advised Fund
Those over 73 can use an RMD Those over 70.5 can use a Those using a DAF can have

to minimize tax responsibilities  QCD to donate up to $105,000 their advisor select us. We are
for donations. directly from their IRA. gold level certified by Guidestar.

Click HERE for more info Click HERE for more info Click HERE for more info



https://darkskycenter.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/Directed-Gifts-Pledges-Program-v10.pdf
https://darkskycenter.org/donate/

Please forward this email to anyone who might be interested in the
International Dark Sky Discovery Center.

If you received this email because someone forwarded it to you, we
encourage you to join the email distribution list for exciting updates.
Sign up on our Contact Page.

May all your stars align, [}

Board of Directors

Joe Bill, President

John Craft, Vice President, Dark Sky Preservation
Nancy Bill, Treasurer

April Sessner, Secretary

Scott Adams, Hyperspace Planetarium Champion
Ted Blank, Dark Sky Observatory Champion
Jerry Butler, Construction Liaison

Vicky Derksen, Social Media & Website Manager
Jeff Esposito, Board Member at Large

Brad Feldman, Operations Liaison

Walt Franklin, Inspiration Theater Champion
Bruce Kosaveach, Philanthropy Manager

Alan Magazine, Former Town Council member
Tony Pistilli, Night Sky Exhibit Hall Champion
Nancy Schneider, Philanthropy Manager

James Wilson, Operations Coordinator

Geoff Yazzetta, Community Relations Manager



