
 

 
 
February 14, 2025  
 
Dear Friends of the IDSDC, 
 

Today’s updates: 
Observatory Dome, Beam Signing,  

Executive Director Search,  
and a New Video 

 

Observatory Dome is Home 
 
On February 6, the observatory dome was carefully and successfully 
placed by a crane. Before the day was done, motors were engaged 
that successfully tested the rotation of the dome and operation of the 
optical window. The telescope will be lowered into the dome by a 
crane when the building is finished and secured later this year. 
 



 
 

 

 
 
 

Beam Signing 

 
A traditional milestone in major building projects is the signing of the 
final beam. All our donors were invited and about 200 signatures are 
now waiting to be discovered in a future archaeological dig. 😃 
 



 
 
Some signers were quite creative. You might be surprised by who 
was one of the signers. 😃 
 

 
 
And below is the beam’s new home. 

 



 

 

Now for the New Video 
McCarthy Builders created this new video that captures both the 

Planetarium and Observatory placements.  Click HERE. 

 
 

 

Executive Director – Search Underway 

 
Do you know anyone who might be qualified and interested? Please 
alert them to this amazing opportunity.  
 
Applications have started coming in and we have a tentative cutoff 
date at the end of February. Our goal is to have the Executive 
Director start in May. 
 
To learn more, click HERE. 
 

 
 

Don’t Forget About Legacy Options 

 
Naming rights and directed gifts are available from $5,000 to $8 
million.  Options are HERE. 
 
Questions are welcomed and can be emailed to info@darkskycenter.org. 
 
 

 
Let’s act now and build an amazing future together. 

Only with your help can we fully bring to life this  
incredible educational and research gem. 

 

https://youtu.be/W6kd8rmTgHY
https://darkskycenter.org/jobs/
https://darkskycenter.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/Directed-Gifts-Pledges-Program-v10.pdf


 
 

 

 

Donation Options 
 

Major Component Naming Rights 
Mission Support Program 

Directed Gifts 
 

 
 

All donations are tax-deductible.  EIN: 83-3364739 

 



 
 

 

Please forward this email to anyone who might be interested in the 

International Dark Sky Discovery Center.   

 

If you received this email because someone forwarded it to you, we 

encourage you to join the email distribution list for exciting updates. 

Sign up on our Contact Page. 

 

May all your stars align, ✨    
 

Board of Directors 

Joe Bill, President 

John Craft, Vice President, Dark Sky Preservation 

James Wilson, Vice President, Fundraising & Operations 

Nancy Bill, Treasurer 

April Sessner, Secretary 

Scott Adams, Hyperspace Planetarium Champion 

Ted Blank, Dark Sky Observatory Champion 

Jerry Butler, Construction Liaison 

Vicky Derksen, Social Media & Website Manager 

Jeff Esposito, Board Member at Large 

Brad Feldman, Operations Liaison 

Walt Franklin, Inspiration Theater Champion 

https://darkskycenter.org/donate/


Bruce Kosaveach, Philanthropy Manager 

Alan Magazine, Former Town Council member 

Tony Pistilli, Night Sky Exhibit Hall Champion 

Nancy Schneider, Philanthropy Manager 

Geoff Yazzetta, Community Relations Manager 


