January 23, 2025

Dear Friends of the IDSDC,

It’s Legacy Time

“How can I leave a lasting legacy with the Discovery Center?”
That increasingly frequent question began surfacing when construction
started last July. Scroll down for more information . . . but first, the news.




Observatory Dome Manufactured

Ash Dome, a leading company specializing in observatory domes and
based in Plainfield, IL, completed the construction and assembly of
our dome. They shared the photo above.

The dome will be disassembled for shipping and is scheduled to
arrive on February 4. The dome segments will then be individually
placed onto the observatory wall, so no crane is needed.

However, a crane WILL be used to lower the large telescope into the
dome this summer. For that milestone, we will have a special event.

| atest Drone Video — with a bonus

Our latest drone video, as always, shows the exciting progression of
construction since it started in July. However, sneak previews of the
future are always fun. To enjoy some renderings of the Night Sky
Exhibit Hall that were incorporated into the video, click HERE.

New Support Statement

Thomas Galvin, who is the Chairman of the Maricopa County Board
of Supervisors, provided the following statement of support this week:

"The International Dark Sky Discovery Center will provide students and adults
from around the Valley, and the world, the invaluable experience of discovering
the wonders of the Universe. | am happy to support such a fantastic endeavor."


https://youtu.be/hDKvSY8S_qI

Supervisor Galvin represents District 2 on the Board, which includes
Fountain Hills. He has been interested in the progress of the
Discovery Center since its inception. His recent allocation of
Community Solutions Funding to subsidize student admission is
invaluable. We deeply appreciate his commitment to our mission!

Two Unexpected Achievements

ONE: We did not anticipate having more than 550 donors at this
stage. That is highly unusual for a new startup. A large donor base
normally requires many years to build. Our success isn’t because of
our efforts. It's because of YOUR firm belief in our mission and YOUR
determination to bring the Discovery Center to life.

TWO: We did not anticipate significant donations from outside our
immediate area and beyond the state of Arizona. Donations have
come from Canada and the following states:




Lasting Legacy Options
Good news. Many legacy options are available.
Naming rights and directed gifts are available for amounts from
$5,000 to $8 million. Naming rights for major components or the
entire facility provide especially long-lasting legacies, much like the
already-claimed Craig & Ruth Gimbel Hyperspace Planetarium.

Naming rights and directed gift opportunities are HERE.

Questions are welcomed and can be emailed to info@darkskycenter.org.

Let’s act now and build an amazing future together.
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https://darkskycenter.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/Directed-Gifts-Pledges-Program-v10.pdf

Donation Options

Major Component Naming Rights
Mission Support Program
Directed Gifts

'FOR MORE INFORMATION, OR TO DONATE

- Click Me

All donations are tax-deductible. EIN: 83-3364739

TAX-SAVING OPPORTUNITIES FOR DONATIONS

Required Minimum Distribution = Qualified Charitable Distribution Donor Advised Fund

Those over 73 can use an RMD Those over 70.5 can use a Those using a DAF can have
to minimize tax responsibilities  QCD to donate up to $105,000 their advisor select us. We are
for donations. directly from their IRA. gold level certified by Guidestar.

Click HERE for more info Click HERE for more info Click HERE for more info

Please forward this email to anyone who might be interested in the
International Dark Sky Discovery Center.

If you received this email because someone forwarded it to you, we
encourage you to join the email distribution list for exciting updates.
Sign up on our Contact Page.

May all your stars align, ||}


https://darkskycenter.org/donate/
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