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and Costs Down l

November 12, 2024
Dear Friends of the IDSDC,

We are excited to share the construction progress on the amazing
STEM science facility - The International Dark Sky Discovery
Center.

However, we first want to call your attention to the image above. The
image is to remind everyone of our Keep the Fence Up campaign.
Your support during the construction phase is critical. We've
reached 75% of our funding goal, but the remaining $7M is needed to
complete the interior and ensure that all major components are fully
operational upon opening.



Construction Progress
The Official Launch &

While April 8 was the date of the ceremonial groundbreaking, the
early July delivery of the construction trailer is considered the actual
start of construction.

Dirt, But Not Dirt Cheap



Leveling and compacting a building site is standard. But in our case,
it wasn’t dirt cheap. That’s because literally tons of dirt were moved
for the tiered seating in the theater and planetarium that is below
grade. To see 15 seconds of dirt moving, just click on the photo
below.
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https://darkskycenter.us4.list-
manage.com/track/click?u=f9c5128e133422ab8e8fd5f5d&id=ac35e0f5f6&e=f66a373abe

Thank the Lord for the Nighttime (ei biamond fans

will like this title)

It is best not to pour concrete when it is too hot. For that reason,
concrete pours started as early as 2am for the foundations and
finished early in the day.



November

It’s Pouring Concrete Out There

Click on the photo below for a 14-second movie of pouring the
foundation.



https://darkskycenter.us4.list-
manage.com/track/click?u=f9c5128e133422ab8e8fd5f5d&id=36fd79b7a5&e=386e0b65d7

A Home for the Telescope

You can see two columns in the photo below. The white one is
ductwork for the observatory. The gray one is the pedestal mount for
the large telescope. But this is not your ordinary support pedestal.
The solid concrete column is affixed to a cube of solid concrete below
ground that is about 6 feet square and 4 feet deep. In addition, itis
totally isolated from the rest of the facility and is wrapped in foam
where it might touch the concrete slab (floor). This is critical because
all vibrations, even very small ones, must be eliminated when doing
astronomy research.
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What Is This??

Is this a McDonald’s PlayPlace for kids to crawl through large tubes or
is it a huge multi-armed robot that tipped over? Neither. It's the
complex ductwork for the planetarium.



Taking Shape

The drone shot below shows the facility being prepared for the
pouring of the concrete slab. Areas are labeled and the blue boxes
show areas whose floors won’t be poured until January. The yellow
vinyl covering is a vapor barrier that prevents dry soil from drawing
moisture out of the concrete while it cures.
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Convoy of Concrete Trucks

Early on Monday morning, November 4, about 2/3 of the area with the
yellow vinyl was poured with 280 cubic yards of concrete. Twenty-
five concrete trucks were lined up for the pour. The remaining

area in yellow was poured on Friday, November 8.

November

Unbridled Enthusiasm

Board member Tony Pistilli says “Isn’t This Exciting” more than
anyone. If anyone were going to run out on the wet concrete and
shout “Isn’t This Exciting,” it would definitely be Tony. The photo



below with a little help from Photoshop) IS SOlid concrete evidence that Tony
is the one who ran onto the concrete slab.

success

Below is the dried concrete slab with no footprints.
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Hard Hat Tour

On November 8, Board members for both the International Dark Sky
Discovery Center and the Fountain Hills Dark Sky Association were
given a private hard tour late morning on November 8. Second from
the left is Brandon Gonzalez, Project Manager for McCarthy Builders.
He is explaining safety as we prepare to walk onto the concrete slab
(but only on the dry concrete, not the section poured earlier that day).
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Photo below is the group on the slab.




At right, Brandon is explaining the
complexities associated with the
telescope pedestal.

The group photo below was taken after
the outstanding tour given by Brandon.



What’s Next?

The photo below shows the steel ring that will support the planetarium
dome. In the coming weeks, the dome will be constructed onto that
ring. Then in early December, a 500-ton crane will lift the 42-ton
dome onto the foundation wall. Most of you might not know that a
500-ton crane is not your ordinary crane. There has likely never
been one of this size in Fountain Hills. We will let you know the
time and date when the crane will be lifting the dome in case you'd
like to see something quite amazing.



What’s Next

Help take us to the finish line!!

Whether you have been with us from the beginning or are just joining
us, we now need everyone to be an active Ambassador and help us
secure the funding needed. With your help and those in your circle,
we will get to the finish line. Your donation, or a pledge over a two-
year period, is an investment in our community, our state, and our
future.

Keep the fence up and costs down. Let’s act now and build an
amazing future together.

Donation Options

Major Component Naming Rights
Mission Support Program
Directed Gifts



'FOR MORE INFORMATION, OR TO DONATE

- Click Me

All donations are tax-deductible. EIN: 83-3364739

For those who have a Donor Advised Fund (DAF), we're happy to let you
know that the International Dark Sky Discovery Center reached GuideStar’s
Gold status. GuideStar screens for the best of 501(c)3 nonprofits. Please
instruct your DAF advisor to select us when directing your charitable funds! We
are a proud member of DAF Direct for those clients with Fidelity and Schwab
Donor Advised Fund accounts used for simplifying the tax advantages of
charitable giving.

Note for those 70.5 or older:

A qualified charitable distribution (QCD) allows those of you who are 70%2 years
old or older to donate up to $105,000 total to one or more charities directly from
your taxable IRA instead of taking a RMD (Required Minimum Distribution). And
if your RMD is less than $105,000 you can give up to that limit via a QCD to
satisfy your RMD requirement, if you have one, and still pay no tax on the entire
withdrawal!



DON'T NEED TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THE IRS

QUALIFIED CHARITABLE

THIS YEAR'S  DISTRIBUTION (0€D) RULE
RMD? - BENERTSOFAQCD

RE[]UIREI] MINIMUM D|STR|BUT|UN B to 5105,090) yvithout paying income tax on

your distribution.

@ The transfer can occur in any month.

MAKE A @2 You do not write a check. The transfer will

) simply be distributed directly from your

) IRA to the International Dark Sky
- Discovery Center.

) AQCDis better than a Standard

Tﬂ THE @8 Charitable Donation because it is a

pre-tax contribution

@A Full standard or other Itemized
deductions can still be used.
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INTERNATIONAL DARK SKY T e i tatonT s

Tax ID # 83-3364739. Address: PO Box 18198,

DISCOVERY CENTER Fountan s A2 85269

(Please visit with your Financial Advisor or Accountant
to confirm what is best for you.)

BE PART OF A LEGACY PROJECT Like to learn more?

Visit darkskycenter.org

Please forward this email to anyone who might be interested in the
International Dark Sky Discovery Center.

If you received this email because someone forwarded it to you, we
encourage you to join the email distribution list for exciting updates.
Sign up on our Contact Page.

May all your stars align, ||}

Board of Directors

Joe Bill, President

John Craft, Vice President, Dark Sky Preservation
James Wilson, Vice President, Fundraising & Operations



Nancy Bill, Treasurer

April Sessner, Secretary

Scott Adams, Hyperspace Planetarium Champion
Ted Blank, Dark Sky Observatory Champion
Jerry Butler, Construction Liaison

Vicky Derksen, Social Media Website Manager
Jeff Esposito, Philanthropy Manager

Walt Franklin, Inspiration Theater Champion
Alan Magazine, Former Town Council member
Tony Pistilli, Night Sky Exhibit Hall Champion
Nancy Schneider, Philanthropy Manager
Geoff Yazzetta, Community Relations Manager



