
 
 

October 17, 2024  
 

Dear Friends of the IDSDC, 
 

Announcing a New Capital Campaign 
 

Keep the Fence Up 
To Keep Costs Down  

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

From now through March is critical for  
completing our funding and keeping costs down. 

 
We’re on our way to producing a huge asset for  

Fountain Hills and the state of Arizona. 



 
 
Let’s keep the fence up.   
If our funding goal is not met, the construction fence will come down 
leaving parts of the interior of the Discovery Center incomplete.   
 
Let’s keep costs down.  
Taking the fence down and putting it back up means delays, 
substantially increased costs, and a longer wait for the incredible 
experiences that will be offered. 
 
We cannot do this without you.   
We need your help.  A steady stream of donations from now 
through March are needed to fully furnish major components like the 
planetarium and exhibit hall. 
 
A mission that benefits all of us  
This amazing STEM science 
facility will lead a global 
movement to preserve dark 
skies; inspire our next 
generation, protect nocturnal 
animals, bird migration, and 
human health; bolster the 

reputation of our astronomy state; and 
support the state and local economy.  
The Discovery Center will be an 
international centerpiece! 
 

 
Our funding goal is within reach 
Whether you have been with us from the beginning or are just joining 
us, we now need everyone to be an active Ambassador and help us 
secure the funding needed. With your help and those in your circle, 



we will get to the finish line.   Your donation, or a 
pledge over a two-year period, is an investment in 
our community, our state, and our future.   
 
Finally, we can’t thank you enough for your 
support.  We’re all in this together.   
 
Let’s keep the fence up.  Let’s act now and build 
an amazing future together. 
 
 

 
Help take us to the finish line!! 
Donation Options 
 

• Major Component Naming Rights 
• Mission Support Program 
• Directed Gifts 

 
All donations are tax-deductible.  EIN: 83-3364739 
 
For those who have a Donor Advised Fund (DAF), we’re happy to let you 
know that the International Dark Sky Discovery Center reached GuideStar’s 
Gold status.  GuideStar screens for the best of 501(c)3 nonprofits.  Please 
instruct your DAF advisor to select us when directing your charitable funds! 
 
Note for those 70.5 or older:  
A qualified charitable distribution (QCD) allows those of you who are 70½ years 
old or older to donate up to $105,000 total to one or more charities directly from 
your taxable IRA instead of taking a RMD (Required Minimum Distribution). And 
if your RMD is less than $105,000 you can give up to that limit via a QCD, 
satisfy your RMD requirement and still pay no tax on the entire withdrawal! 



 

 
 

 
Please forward this email to anyone who might be interested in the 
International Dark Sky Discovery Center.   
 
If you received this email because someone forwarded it to you, we 
encourage you to join the email distribution list for exciting updates. 
Sign up on our Contact Page. 
 
May all your stars align, ✨ 
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