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Hundreds Attended Eclipse Watching Event As Ground Was Broken 

For The International Dark Sky Discovery Center in Fountain Hills   

ASU President Michael Crow Calls It  “A Significant, Globally Impactful Site” 

School Children, Elected Leaders, Eclipse Experts Shed Light On New 

Facility    

 

 

(Fountain Hills, Ariz.) Hundreds looked to the skies and then looked to the future as the ground 

was broken for the International Dark Sky Discovery Center during a massive solar eclipse watching 

party in Fountain Hills. 

The event featured specialized solar telescopes, eclipse experts to explain the science, and a blessing 

ceremony by an elder from the Fort McDowell Yavapai Nation. Brief remarks were shared by 

community leaders. 

The International Dark Sky Discovery Center will be a 23,000 square foot facility and will include a 

planetarium, an observatory, an exhibit hall, a theater, and much more. The project is being built by 

McCarthy Building Companies. 
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Fountain Hills is the 17th community worldwide to have been designated an International Dark Sky 

Community. It’s one of the very few to be so close to a metropolitan area. 

ASU President Michael Crow prepared remarks specifically for this momentous event that said in 

part, “This moment marks the physical genesis of a significant, globally impactful site for advancing 

our understanding of dark skies, and ultimately, our preservation of this important resource.” 

 

Fountain Hills Mayor Ginny Dickey issued a proclamation which reads in part, “It is fitting that we 

gather now to celebrate this recognition while we experience a solar eclipse at literally a 

groundbreaking event. Where else? Naturally, Fountain Hills!” 

State Senator John Kavanagh said, “The Fountain Hills Dark Sky Discovery Center will benefit 

Arizona in many ways, including becoming a learning destination for middle and high school 

students from the entire county, an educational tool for university astronomy students, a world-class 

research facility, a tourist attraction for Fountain Hills, and an economic driver for the surrounding 

businesses.” 



 

IDSDC President Joe Bill said, “Today is history in the making.  We are not just turning over some 

desert sand today, we are laying the foundation for a future filled with discovery. The International 

Dark Sky Discovery Center is a truly extraordinary science facility.” 

It was announced that a seven figure donation secured naming rights for the Hyperspace 

Planetarium. Bill added, “It is a rare opportunity for donors to get naming rights on a unique, 

science-based facility that will receive recognition worldwide.” 



 

Media seeking more information or interviews are asked to contact Mike Scerbo at 

MScerbo@RoseAllynPR.com  or at 602-615-6523. 

 

The International Dark Sky Discovery Center is seeking donations as well as offering naming rights 

as it approaches its fundraising goals. Follow the link for details. 

About the IDSDC: 

The multi-functional International Dark Sky Discovery Center (IDSDC) will focus on how dark sky 

preservation relates not only to astronomy, but also to the well-being of humans, plants, and 

animals. The non-profit IDSDC will be located in the world’s 17th International Dark Sky 

Community, Fountain Hills, Arizona.  To learn how you can help bring this amazing project to life, 

and donation opportunities go to www.darkskycenter.org. 
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