
 
 
March 27, 2024 
 
Dear Friends of the IDSDC, 
 
Today we bring to your attention two great events, a festival and a 
groundbreaking. 
 
 
Discovery Center Groundbreaking and Eclipse 
Watching Party:  Monday, April 8, 10:30am 
 
This history-making event will have speakers, refreshments, 
music, a blessing of the ground by a Yavapai Nation elder, a 
partial solar eclipse shown live on a large monitor, and more. 
Details will be sent next week.   
 
The event will be held on the Discovery Center building site 
adjacent to the library at 12845 N La Montana Drive.  We hope to 
see you there. 



 
Annual Dark Sky Festival – March 30, 4 – 9pm 
 
Once per year, we have the opportunity to remind our subscribers 
of the work of our sister organization, the Fountain Hills Dark Sky 
Association (FHDSA).  That team of outstanding volunteers fulfills 
the annual requirements of Dark Sky International to ensure that 
Fountain Hills maintains its status as an International Dark Sky 
Community.  Their biggest event to fulfill the annual education 
requirement is the Dark Sky Festival. 
 
The keynote address will 
be given at 5:15 pm by 
Jo Marchant, an 
internationally known 
speaker and New York 
Times bestselling author. 
 
Following the address, 
Joe Bill will give a very 
brief update of the 
Discovery Center.   

 
 
At 6:30pm, the final speaker, Julia Wang, will 
share the work being done at the Cornell Lab of 
Ornithology to protect birds during their 
migrations. 
 

 



 
There are MANY more reasons to attend: 
Exhibits, silent auction, hands-on science activities, live nocturnal 
animal display, activities for kids, food trucks, beer and wine 
garden, music, expert-led telescope viewings, and laser tours of 
the night sky that will 
leave you starry-eyed. 
 
The event is held at the 
Fountain Hills Community 
Center and surrounding 
outdoor area. 
 
 

 
Please forward this email to anyone who might be interested in the Dark 
Sky Festival or the International Dark Sky Discovery Center.   
 
If you received this email because someone forwarded it to you and you 
wish to be added to our email distribution list, you can subscribe on our 
Contact Page. 
 
Help take us to the finish line. 
Private donors and foundations are critical to fully furnishing the interior of 
the Discovery Center.  The information below presents the donation 
options, which are also on the website HERE.   
 
 
 

https://darkskycenter.org/donate/


 
More donation information on website HERE. 

 
HOW TO CONTRIBUTE 

Complete the form below, which can be printed HERE, or 
Donate via PayPal and credit card by going HERE. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://darkskycenter.org/donate/
https://darkskycenter.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/Mission-Donation-Form-sized-for-envelope.png.pdf
https://www.paypal.com/donate?hosted_button_id=HVQMZVYT7Y6NE


 

 
Thank you for your interest and support.   
 
May all your stars align, ✨ 
 
Board of Directors 
Joe Bill, President 
Jeff Esposito, Vice President 
Nancy Bill, Treasurer 
April Sessner, Secretary 
Scott Adams, Ted Blank, Jerry Butler, Vicky Derksen, Walt Franklin, Alan 
Magazine, Chandra Merica, Tony Pistilli, Nancy Schneider, Geoff Yazzetta 


