
 
 
March 2, 2024 
 
Dear Friends of the IDSDC, 

COME AND SEE HISTORY IN THE MAKING 
A Groundbreaking Event That Will Eclipse All Others 
 
Mark your calendars for Monday, April 8 
at 10:30am and join us to celebrate the 
groundbreaking of the world’s first 
International Dark Sky Discovery Center, 
and at the same time, witness a partial solar 
eclipse! 
 
Distinguished speakers are scheduled to give brief remarks and leaders 
from Fountain Hills and beyond will be attending.  This historic event will be 
held on the building site just south of the Fountain Hills Community Center. 
 
Making the event even more memorable is 
that the time chosen coincides with the 
peak of the partial solar eclipse on that 
day in the Phoenix area.  Presenting the 
eclipse live on a large monitor will add a 
touch of wonder to the occasion. 



 
 
Don't miss this chance to be a part of history as we embark on 
this stellar journey! ✨ 
 
More details will be shared as the event approaches. 
 
 
 
 
Giant Leap Forward: Lease Agreement Approved 
In its quest to preserve dark skies, the future got brighter for the Discovery 
Center.  On February 21, the Fountain Hills Town Council unanimously 
approved a long-term lease for the town property that will be the Discovery 
Center’s home.  

This lease agreement is a powerful symbol of the shared vision between 
the Town Council, the Discovery Center team, and you, the 
community. Together, we're making giant leaps forward in preserving 
the night sky for generations to come. 

 
 
 
International Attention Grows 
Dark Sky Preservation Ignites Global Excitement  
 
The Discovery Center hasn't even broken ground yet, but its 
mission to preserve the night sky is resonating on a global 
scale!  The latest addition to our many followers from 
around the world on Facebook is the Astronomy 
Society in Jeddah, Saudi Arabia. 
  
 
 



 
 

From Arizona to Arabia, people are 
recognizing the critical importance 
of protecting our precious dark 
skies. This isn't just about 
telescopes, stargazing, and 
scientific research. It's also about 
safeguarding nocturnal animals, 
birds, pollinators, and a vital part of 
our shared human heritage.  

 
 
 
Legacy Naming Rights Make Headlines! 
  
Widespread publicity has been generated with the unveiling of legacy 
naming rights for the International Dark Sky Discovery Center.  
 
Very rare is the opportunity to secure naming rights for an amazing first-of-
its-kind science-based facility that will generate extensive international 
attention.   
   
Click on the links below to see just some of the excellent coverage we've 
been receiving: 
  
AZ Central 
Phoenix Business Journal 
The news was also broadcast on ABC. 
  
We look forward to talking with donors who wish to become a part of this 
landmark project and leave a lasting legacy under the stars. 
 
 
 

https://darkskycenter.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=f9c5128e133422ab8e8fd5f5d&id=96de099423&e=386e0b65d7
https://darkskycenter.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=f9c5128e133422ab8e8fd5f5d&id=a07cfc8206&e=386e0b65d7


Unveiling our Champions: Why They Give 
 

Have you ever wondered who helps make the Discovery Center's mission 
possible?  It's generous people who share an extraordinary passion: the 
power of the night sky!

 
 
We're unveiling the first of three 90-second videos highlighting the stories 
of our dedicated donors. These are visionary individuals who believe in 
the transformative power of science education and the importance of dark 
sky preservation. 
 
Prepare to be inspired by the first short video that is out 
now!  Click HERE to meet Jack Wigley and hear his heartfelt story. 
 
Stay tuned for the next two installments and get ready to be moved by the 
collective spirit that fuels the Discovery Center's journey towards the 
stars! ✨ 
 
 

Private donors and foundations are critical to fully furnishing the interior of 
the Discovery Center.  The information below presents the donation 
options, which are also on the website HERE.   
 
Help take us to the finish line. 
 

https://darkskycenter.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=f9c5128e133422ab8e8fd5f5d&id=16a21ba230&e=386e0b65d7
https://darkskycenter.org/donate/


 

 

More donation information on website HERE 

 

HOW TO CONTRIBUTE 

Complete the form below, which can be printed HERE, or 
Donate via PayPal by going HERE.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://darkskycenter.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=f9c5128e133422ab8e8fd5f5d&id=fcfe3091bf&e=386e0b65d7
https://darkskycenter.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=f9c5128e133422ab8e8fd5f5d&id=bbedc68bca&e=386e0b65d7
https://darkskycenter.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=f9c5128e133422ab8e8fd5f5d&id=4da390ede2&e=386e0b65d7


 
 
Please forward this email to anyone who might be interested in the 
International Dark Sky Discovery Center.   
 
If you received this email because someone forwarded it to you and you 
wish to be added to our email distribution list, you can subscribe on our 
Contact Page. 
 
Thank you for your interest and support.   
 
May all your stars align, ✨ 
 
Board of Directors 
Joe Bill, President 
Jeff Esposito, Vice President 
Nancy Bill, Treasurer 
April Sessner, Secretary 
Scott Adams, Ted Blank, Jerry Butler, Vicky Derksen, Walt Franklin, Alan 
Magazine, Chandra Merica, Tony Pistilli, Geoff Yazzetta 
 

 


