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The Sky Is The Limit April 8th  

A Very Rare Solar Eclipse Dims The Sun As Ground Is Broken For 
The International Dark Sky Discovery Center in Fountain Hills   

Major Eclipse Watching Party and Groundbreaking Ceremony at The Future Home Of Landmark 
Observatory, Planetarium, Theater, and Exhibit Hall    

(Fountain Hills, Ariz.) Arizonans will look to the skies and then look to the future on April 8th. 
The ultimate eclipse watching party will take place during the groundbreaking ceremony for the 
International Dark Sky Discovery Center in Fountain Hills, Monday April 8th at 11am at the 
future home of the Center, 13001 N La Montana Drive in Fountain Hills. 

On April 8th at 11:20am the moon will obscure most of the sun in a solar eclipse that won’t return 
to North America for another 20 years. As that historical celestial event is taking place, ground is 
being broken on a history making facility that celebrates the unique dark skies of Fountain Hills. 

Community members, elected leaders, and school children will join the International Dark Sky 
Discovery Center Board which has raised more than $19 million for the Center with a total 
fundraising goal of $25 million. 

Two hundred protective eyewear glasses will be handed out. A specially designed telescope will also 
be in use to help view this rare solar event. And a live DJ will be playing sci-fi themed music as the 
sun dims and the community celebrates.  

https://darkskycenter.org/
https://darkskycenter.org/
https://darkskycenter.org/


 

Fountain Hills is an ideal location for the IDSDC. It was the 17th community worldwide to have 
been designated an International Dark Sky Community. It’s one of the very few to be so close to a 
metropolitan area. 

Media seeking more information or interviews in advance of this historic event are asked to contact 
Mike Scerbo at MScerbo@RoseAllynPR.com  or at 602-615-6523. 
 
Spectators will begin gathering at 10:30am with presentations beginning shortly before 11am 
on Monday April 8th next to Centennial Circle in Fountain Hills located at 13001 N La 
Montana Drive. There is ample parking. Immediately following the formal ceremony, the 
eclipse watching party continues as the eclipse reaches its maximum effect.  
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Elements of the 23,000 square foot International Dark Sky Discovery Center include: 

• A 20.5-foot domed observatory with a 27.5-inch PlaneWave telescope. 

• A 65-seat, planetarium utilizing immersive digital technology to deliver sharp laser images on 
the 39-foot diameter dome. 

• A multi-use, 150 seat theater/auditorium/lecture hall. 

• A 3,300 square foot “Night Sky Experience” exhibit hall with interactive experiential displays 
designed to educate and inspire visitors of all ages. 

The International Dark Sky Discovery Center is seeking donations as well as offering naming rights 
as it approaches its fundraising goals. Follow the link for details. 

“What better way to usher in the construction of the International Dark Sky Discovery Center than 
at such a rare celestial event under the wide-open skies of Fountain Hills. The next such eclipse is 
another 20 years away,” said IDSDC Board President Joe Bill. “My hope is by that time the IDSDC 
will be an Arizona icon known around the world as a place that enables sky watchers of all ages to 
learn more about the observable universe.”  

The IDSDC will be a resource for K-12 Arizona schools as well as the college and university level. 
Currently there are no observatories with a large, research-grade telescope in the Greater Phoenix 
Area.  Today, 80 percent of people can no longer see the Milky Way from where they live. Light 
pollution impacts nocturnal animals, pollinators, bird migration, and human health. 

About the IDSDC: 
The multi-functional International Dark Sky Discovery Center (IDSDC) will focus on how dark sky 
preservation relates not only to astronomy, but also to the well-being of humans, plants, and 
animals. The non-profit IDSDC will be located in the world’s 17th International Dark Sky 
Community, Fountain Hills, Arizona.  To learn how you can help bring this amazing project to life, 
and donation opportunities go to www.darkskycenter.org. 
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