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With a $25 million fundraising goal to build the International Dark Sky Discovery 
Center in Fountain Hills, signature naming rights are now available. 

The International Dark Sky Discovery Center (IDSDC) board is seeking $8 million for 
signature naming rights for the entire center, as well as $2 million rights for specific 
elements of the center, such as the observatory, theater and the Night Sky Experience 
exhibit hall. 

The nonprofit has been raising money for several years and so far has raised about $19 
million, said Joe Bill, president of the IDSDC board. 

The 23,000-square-foot facility is to be built in Fountain Hills, which was designated as a dark 
sky community by the International Dark Sky Association in January 2018. 

It was the 17th community to receive this designation, and one of only two International Dark 
Sky Communities near a major metropolitan area. 
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"We received a tremendous amount of national and international attention because of that," Bill 
said. 

A group of stakeholders and community leaders got together to ask what they could do next, he 
said. 

The answer was to build a science-based facility to include an observatory with the largest 
telescope in the greater Phoenix area, planetarium exhibit hall and theater/auditorium, he said. 

"Since then, we added the Einstein exploration station for teaching the physics of light," he said. 

McCarthy has been selected to build the project, said Jeff Esposito, vice president of the board. 

Groundbreaking is scheduled for April and construction is expected to be completed in late 
summer of 2025. 

The 20.5-foot domed observatory will feature a 27.5-inch PlaneWave telescope, while the 65-
seat planetarium will use immersive digital technology to deliver sharp laser images on the 39-
foot diameter dome. 

Another theater/auditorium/lecture hall will include 150 tiered seats, while a 3,300-square-foot 
"Night Sky Experience" exhibit hall will feature interactive experiential displays. 
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The board's goal is to convey the importance of preserving dark skies, Bill said. 

Today, 80% of North Americans no longer can see the Milky Way from where they 
live, researchers have found. 

Light pollution is having an impact on the environment, safety, wildlife and human health, said 
Geoff Yazzetta, a board member of IDSDC. 

Lisa Urias, CEO of the Arizona Office of Tourism, said the new observatory will strengthen 
Arizona's reputation as a mecca for dark skies tourism, considering Arizona has more than 20 
dark-sky communities, places, and parks, two of which are national parks, the Grand Canyon and 
the Petrified Forest. The International Dark Sky Association was founded in Tucson in the 
1990s. 

"Arizona’s clear skies, wide-open spaces and support from communities and state and national 
parks make our state a wonderful destination for stargazing," Urias said in a statement. "In 
addition to the research and educational opportunities, the first-of-its-kind International Dark Sky 
Discovery Center will be a top-tier, all-ages visitor attraction as well." 
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