
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
The IDSDC is NOT a Fountain Hills a5rac8on!  It is an interna8onal 
a5rac8on in Fountain Hills!  Addressing the problem of ever-growing 
excessive light at night has become a global movement. In addi:on to 
STEM science educa:on, the IDSDC will be the first facility of its kind to 
have part of its mission devoted to preserving dark skies. The result is 
that significant interna:onal aFen:on will be brought to Fountain Hills. 
 
 

 
 
The IDSDC will a-ract individuals, families, and groups of students and 
seniors from throughout Greater Phoenix and beyond.  Students will 
come from throughout the Valley.  Many senior living communiDes or 
centers offer ouDngs to various a-racDons.  A percentage of visitors 
will extend their visit in Fountain Hills to shop, have lunch or dinner, or 
see the iconic fountain. 
 
 

 
 
The IDSDC is the type of facility that will truly bring a new sense of 
vitality to Fountain Hills.  Imagine the tremendous excitement and 
the hope of a bright new future for Fountain Hills that will be 
ignited as soon as the construc:on of a state-of-the-art science-
based facility begins.  Addi:onally, the IDSDC could help Fountain 
Hills become recognized as a Lifelong Learning community. 
 
 
 
 
 
The FH School District will have unique access to the IDSDC for AP 
Capstone projects in astronomy and space science with possible 
college credits.  Programs such as internships to learn how to use 
a large telescope, conduct astronomy research, or teach the 
physics of light to younger students are all possible.  This unique 
access can help the local schools have a compe::ve advantage for 
aFrac:ng and keeping students. 
 



 
 
 
 
A strong connec:on between the IDSDC and ASU already exists.  
Discussions are underway to formalize programs such as having required 
ASU courses at the IDSDC and having visi:ng professors give lectures at 
special programs.  The collabora:ve opportuni:es will grow much 
stronger when the facility is built and very likely expand over :me. 
 
 

 

 
 
The average age in Fountain Hills is 57, while the average age in Arizona 
is 37.   For many reasons, a more diverse age distribu:on is healthy for 
the future of thriving communi:es.   The IDSDC will give the town a 
younger “vibe,” which will certainly appeal to and aFract a new 
demographic. 
 
 

 

 
 
The fountain is great and will con:nue to be so!  But it is over 50 
years old and could use some help as an aFrac:on to bring people to 
Fountain Hills.  The IDSDC will aFract many new visitors and will 
generate synergy with the fountain because now there would be two 
great aFrac:ons in close proximity. 
 
 

 

 
 
Already, quite a number of people have moved to Fountain Hills and 
bought homes specifically because of our dark skies and the fact that 
Fountain Hills is an Interna:onal Dark Sky Community.  Given the 
na:onal and interna:onal aFen:on that the IDSDC will receive, 
par:cularly in astronomy circles, this influx will undoubtedly 
increase. 
 

 
 

 
 

All the above will generate a posi2ve 
impact on property values. 
 
More informa+on at www.darkskycenter.org  

http://www.darkskycenter.org/

