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Dear Friends of the IDSDC,

Don your space suit, buckle up, strap in, and hold on to your seats!

WE ARE LAUNCHING!

We are over-the-top happy to share with you that our Board
unanimously voted to begin construction of the International
Dark Sky Discovery Center. Groundbreaking is planned for
March 2024.

Could there be more excitement about bringing to life this
amazing science-based facility? No!! The Discovery
Center will attract people from around the world and will be

a tremendous asset for both Fountain Hills and the State of V
Arizona.

Sufficient funds exist to complete the building structure, infrastructure,
all the exterior, and parts of the interior. Private donations and
foundations are needed to complete the finishing of the interior.



This incredible step forward has
been greatly anticipated since the
Board of Directors was formed in
2019.The image at left reflects
the enthusiasm of our Board and
of the many supporters of this
project.

Thank you to everyone who has put us on the launchpad and
supplied the fuel needed for the launch. We now move forward with
optimism for additional donations to complete the mission.

(Note: In a separate email, you will shortly receive details about new donor program!)

Press Release

If you would like to see the statewide press release with quotes from
ASU President Michael Crow, State Senator John Kavanagh, and
Arizona Office of Tourism Executive Director Lisa Urias that was sent
to media outlets today, click HERE.

STEAM has been added to our STEM facility
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To support the Discovery Center, Mike
and Lynn Struck held an open house
with food and beverages. About 60
people attended, all of whom were
very enthused about the state-of-the-
art facility. The four “Star Dude”
members of our Board brought their
telescopes for the enjoyment of the
guests.



Thanks to the generosity of the Strucks, their purchase of an artistic
rendering of Saturn with semi-precious gems will occupy a special
place in the Discovery Center.

In this art piece, those of you who know
a bit about gems will spot yellow opal,
pink tourmaline, sodalite, rhodonite, and
| more. The beauty of this art comes to
| life when you see the gems backiit.

STEM represents Science, Technology,
. Engineering, and Math. However, over
| the ages, astronomy and dark skies
have inspired art in many forms. This
outstanding piece of art is the first but won’t be the last planned for
the Discovery Center that will add the “A” to STEM.

ASU Collaboration Evolving

Continued discussions with ASU are leading to more specific and
better-defined potential collaborative opportunities. There is much
synergy in ideas such as the following:
¢ Introductory research experience
classes using the Dark Sky
Observatory for SESE (School of
Earth and Space Exploration)
Astrophysics majors.
e Night sky fundamentals for SESE 1st
year major lab courses

® Cooperative development of
interoperable content for the IDSDC
planetarium and the ASU Marston
Exploration Theater

We look forward to the day our facility opens and ideas such as these
are implemented.



Split Rock Studios Presents Initial Exhibit
Concept Designs

The Immersion Zone is truly ‘ spLIT ROCK
becoming a Night Sky :
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Experience Zone. A subset of

our Board is currently “immersed” DARK
in the design of the exhibit hall.

There is great collaboration with gcoKvEXEN
Split Rock Studios as we work L
together presenting ideas, Schertic Design | NOVEMBER2023
reaching consensus, and |

creating what will be a fun and exciting educational experience for
visitors of all ages.

Private donors and foundations are critical to fully
finishing the interior of the Discovery Center.

Help take us to the finish line!!!

A separate email update will shortly follow this one to
introduce a NEW DONOR PROGRAM.
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Please forward this email to anyone who might be interested in the
International Dark Sky Discovery Center.

If you received this email because someone forwarded it to you and
you wish to be added to our email distribution list, you can subscribe
on our Contact Page.

Thank you for your interest and support.
May all your stars align,

Board of Directors

Joe Bill, President

Jeff Esposito, Vice President

Nancy Bill, Treasurer

April Sessner, Secretary

Scott Adams, Kevin Beck, Ted Blank, Jerry Butler, Vicky

Derksen, Walt Franklin, Alan Magazine, Chandra Merica, Tony Pistilli,
Geoff Yazzetta



