July 3, 2023

Dear Friends of the IDSDC,

Fountain Hills Named in Top 17 Stargazing Destinations in the
U.S.!

This recognition of our dark sky oasis in the Valley of the Sun was
recently published by HomeToGo. With partners like VRBO,
Booking.com, and TripAdvisor, HomeToGo operates in 25 countries
and is the marketplace with the world’s largest selection of vacation
rentals.

Certainly, Fountain Hills doesn’t have the darkest skies in the
country, but other factors were considered, such as average cloud
cover, affordable accommodations, accessibility, etc. Arizona has
the most locations: Flagstaff, Sedona, Oak Creek, Kaibab Paiute
Indian Reservation, and Fountain Hills.

Below are two photos from Board Member Scott Adams that
demonstrate the amazing astrophotography that can be achieved
right here in Fountain Hills.



Final Approach to
Sky Harbor Airport,
Phoenix, AZ

(13 miles away)

Telescope & Camera

= 8”,2032mm Schmidt-Cassegrain
= Nikon D750 full frame DSLR

= 1/400 sec.

Rosette Nebula (Caldwell 49) from Fountain Hills, AZ
Emission nebula, 5200 LY, Diameter 130 LY




Mayor Dickey at Smithsonian Lights Out Exhibit

As part of a family visit to Washington D.C., Fountain Hills Mayor
Ginny Dickey and husband Jim will be participating in the “Experts
Within” program at the Smithsonian. On July 6, they will be
positioned just outside the entrance to the Lights Out Exhibit and
will present to and interact with the visitors.

The Lights Out Exhibit opened on March 23 this year and has
turned out to be very popular. The mission of the exhibit overlaps
the mission of the Discovery Center, which is to educate visitors
about the adverse impacts of excessive light on human health,
nocturnal animals, pollinators, ground-based astronomy, and more.
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A Star-Filled Oasis in
the Valley of the Sun!

Gallery Talks & Tours, Kids & Families, Lectures &
Discussions

@ THURSDAY, JULY 6, 2023, 1 - 3PM EDT G ADD TO CALENDAR

Description

Fountain Hills, AZ became the world’s 17th International Dark Sky Community. Talk to
Mayor Ginny Dickey and Jim Dickey about how a group of visionary citizens are
protecting their night sky from light pollution, creating a community that is
compatible with dark skies.




As reported in our March 15 newsletter, Fountain Hills is one of only
thirteen of the more than 200 designated International Dark Sky
Places around the world included in the exhibit. The announcement
of this event on the Smithsonian website is HERE.

Fountain Hills photo included in Smithsonian. Credit: Rebecca
Bloom / bloomphoto.com




The Magazine SCIENCE
Devotes Entire Issue to Light
Pollution

Although we are seeing more
and more articles and solid
research about the growing
impact of excessive light at
night, it’s a first to see a major
publication devote an entire Light Pollution
issue to light pollution.

BJINTRODUCTION TO SPECIAL ISSUE
The articles cover impacts on s
ecology, health, and energy; POLICY FORUM
measuring and monitoring light
pollution; effects on species and
entire ecosystems; and the
impact on professional and
amateur astronomy.

REVIEWS

'Measuring and monitoring light pollution: Current approaches
and challenges
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Effects of anthropogenic light on species and ecosystems

Our goal With the Discovery Reducing nighttime light exposure in the urban environment to
Center is to participate in the ot en b vy "
education needed to help

mitigate the increaSing ;:T?;;:;%:;iz?:;zzjz::Iiyghmwpoll;.ltiononprofessional and
challenge of light pollution.

To be clear, we are not against lighting, but rather, we advocate
lighting that is shielded, aimed downward, the right color
temperature, and on only when needed.



F'snz'::n Line Some Work Remains

$15M Although we are closing in on our fundraising

goal, work remains. The ground-breaking shovel
is anxiously awaiting the remaining $6M - $8M still
needed. Private donors and foundations will
be critically important for this last phase!

$10M

$5M—

FUNDS RAISED TO DATE:
$18.5 M

) I Learn more about our donation and pledge programs
HERE.
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Please forward this email to anyone who might be interested in the
International Dark Sky Discovery Center.

If you received this email because someone forwarded it to you and
you wish to be added to our email
distribution list, you can subscribe on our
Contact Page.

Thank you for your interest in the IDSDC.

Note: The picture at right is not the star-
filled sky of Fountain Hills. It’s fireworks. &

Have a happy Fourth of July!!



May all your stars align,

Board of Directors

Joe Bill, President

Ted Blank, Vice President

Nancy Bill, Treasurer

April Sessner, Secretary

Scott Adams, Kevin Beck, Jerry Butler, Vicky Derksen, Jeff
Esposito, Walt Franklin, Alan Magazine, Chandra Merica, Tony
Pistilli, Geoff Yazzetta

JOIN OUR LAUNCH CREW
International Dark Sky Discovery Center

DARK SKY
a 501{c)3 nonprofit AZ corporation, EIN: 83-3364739 i AL

N

Your donation will support our fundraising efforts and you will
be recognized for your early involvement. Those donating $100
or more will be displayed on a prominent plaque in the facility as follows:

V $5,000 or more: Mission Controller
$1,000 - $4,999: Launch Founder
$500 - $999 Launch Patron
$100 - $499: Launch Sponsor
Name: Donation Amount:
Address:
Email address: Date:

Please make check payable to: International Dark Sky Discovery Center
Mail to: International Dark Sky Discovery Center, PO Box 18198, Fountain Hills, AZ 85269

Donations can also be made via PayPal on our website here: darkskycenter.org/donors

All donors will be added to the email list of supporters to receive occasional updates.




