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September 6, 2022

Dear Friends of the IDSDC,

We now need everyone’s help.  But before we tell you how, we have some awesome updates.

Einstein Exploration Station 

Our Board is really excited about the addition of
a fifth major component for the IDSDC.  Since
the classroom will not always be used, it will now
serve a dual purpose.  Multiple hands-on
displays and educational exhibits will offer STEM
learning with the initial focus being the

physics of light.  Given that focus and the work of Albert Einstein, it will truly be an Einstein
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physics of light.  Given that focus and the work of Albert Einstein, it will truly be an Einstein
Exploration Station and will complement the educational experiences in the observatory,
planetarium, theater, and immersion zone.

Major Milestone in September
 
After three bazillion detailed design decisions, we are happy to announce that final architectural
design documents will be submitted to the Town of Fountain Hills in mid-September to begin
the permitting process.  Credit for the outstanding design work goes to our Board members and
the amazing contractors and consultants you see below.

October Highlight
 
As part of the permitting process, the IDSDC project will be
presented to the Town Council in October.  If the site plan and
facility design are approved, this will be another major
milestone for the IDSDC.  As you can see from the graph, just



milestone for the IDSDC.  As you can see from the graph, just
two major milestones remain – Fundraising and
Construction.
 

Here Is How You Can Help
 
Though $8.5 million in funding has been obtained, now is the time for everyone to help us meet
our $25 million goal.  You might ask, “How can I possibly help?”  Well, for example, you might
be someone who knows someone who has the means to make a major contribution.  We would
appreciate more connections to the private individuals or foundations that will bring the
nonprofit IDSDC to life.  
 
As an alternative to an immediate cash donation, we have a Pledge Program.  This allows a
donor to pledge a donation contingent upon the project meeting the fundraising goal needed to
put a shovel in the ground.  We currently have over $1 million in pledges.  Also, naming rights
remain open for some of the components and the entire facility.  Details are HERE.
 
As sometimes stated, “It’s go time!!”  We hope to obtain your support
as we work toward our fundraising goal.

*******************************
We encourage you to forward this email to anyone who might be
interested in the IDSDC or might wish to learn more about our donation
and pledge programs.

If you receive this email because someone forwarded it to you and you wish to be added to our
email distribution list, you can subscribe on our Contact Page.

Thank you for your interest in the IDSDC.  

May all your stars align,

IDSDC Board of Directors
Joe Bill, President
Ted Blank, Vice President
Nancy Bill, Secretary/Treasurer
Scott Adams, Jerry Butler, Vicky Derksen, Jeff Esposito, Walt Franklin, Alan Magazine, Chandra
Merica, Tony Pistilli

International Dark Sky Discovery Center is a 501(c)3 nonprofit.
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A printable version of the above Launch Crew card is HERE.
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