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July 4, 2022

Dear Friends of the IDSDC,

GREAT NEWS  *  WORTHY OF FIREWORKS  *  ESPECIALLY TODAY

We are appreciative of Representative John Kavanagh’s efforts to help bring the IDSDC to life
by getting $2.5 million into this year’s Arizona state budget.  Just like many leaders in our state
– Senators Kelly and Sinema, Congressman Schweikert, Governor Ducey, ASU President Dr.
Michael Crow and many others – John understands the benefits that the IDSDC will bring to
Fountain Hills, his district, Maricopa County, and the entire state.  He communicated that
understanding to his legislative colleagues and gained support for our unique, science-based
educational facility.  Our entire Board and thousands of followers are grateful for his efforts.

NUMBER OF PRIVATE DONORS EXCEEDS 150

https://mailchi.mp/f7f58a269f5d/special-day-today-idsdc-update-15889586?e=ba74692841


We are so fortunate to have not only two major pledges, one at $1 million and one at
$250,000, but also the many Launch Crew members who literally launched this project.  The
number of Launch Crew donors are as follows:  

  9  Mission Controllers;  $5,000 or more
34  Launch Crew Founders:  $1,000 - 4,999
18  Launch Crew Patrons:     $500 – 999
94  Launch Crew Sponsors:  $100 – 499

Launch Crew donors will be recognized in a special section of the donor
wall in the IDSDC for their early support.

Worth pointing out is the statewide, national, and even international
support that we have.  Seven donors are from Arizona cities outside of
Fountain Hills.  Nine are from other states.  And one is from outside the
U.S.

The combination of public and private donations and pledges brings our total to $8.5
million for this $25 million project.  

DESIGN PROGRESS

With 20 contractors, subcontractors, and consultants engaged, the design pace is pretty
intense.  Many decisions are made each week.  For instance:  number of projectors for the
planetarium; type of flooring, walls, and ceilings in each area; A/V systems; landscaping;
plumbing needs for catering kitchen; etc.  

All the decisions require a balance between what’s ideal and what’s affordable.  And if we add
an expense in one area, where can we reduce the cost somewhere else?  Of course, anyone
who has a background in building construction will recognize that this is the way it always
works.  

INTERIOR DISPLAY DESIGNS TAKING SHAPE

At an all-day meeting last Tuesday, PGAV, our exhibit design company, presented more display
designs for the Immersion Zone and other areas.  It is becoming obvious that the combination
of static and interactive displays will present an amazingly engaging educational experience.



*******************************
We encourage you to forward this email to anyone who might be interested in the IDSDC or
might wish to learn more about our donation and pledge programs.

If you receive this email because someone forwarded it to you and you wish to be added to our
email distribution list, you can subscribe on our Contact Page.

Have a happy Fourth of July!!

May all your stars align,

IDSDC Board of Directors
Joe Bill, President
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Joe Bill, President
Ted Blank, Vice President
Nancy Bill, Secretary/Treasurer
Scott Adams, Jerry Butler, Vicky Derksen, Jeff Esposito, Walt
Franklin, Alan Magazine, Chandra Merica, Tony Pistilli

International Dark Sky Discovery Center is a 501(c)3 nonprofit.

A printable version of the above Launch Crew card is HERE.
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