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Dear Friends,

Many of you know that we have an outstanding sister organization, the Fountain Hills
Dark Sky Association.  They are responsible for fulfilling annual requirements for
maintaining the prestigious designation of Fountain Hills as an International Dark Sky
Community.

In addition, they hold an annual Dark Sky Festival.  After not having one the last two
years because of COVID, they are very excited about being able to hold one this coming
Saturday, March 26 from 4 - 9 pm.  Below you will find details about the festival's
exciting activities and presentations.  We encourage you to join us for this fun-filled,
educational evening!

Within a week or two, you will be receiving some awesome updates about the
International Dark Sky Discovery Center.

May all your stars align, 

IDSDC Board of Directors
Joe Bill, President
Ted Blank, Vice President
Nancy Bill, Secretary/Treasurer
Scott Adams, Jerry Butler, Jeff Esposito, Walt Franklin, Alan Magazine, Chandra
Merica, Tony Pistilli

https://mailchi.mp/fe86eabeb7f1/special-day-today-idsdc-update-15254615?e=ba74692841


IT'S FESTIVAL TIME!
This year we're back to presenting our third live Dark Sky Festival! Our festivals celebrate
the darker sky over Fountain Hills and offer numerous opportunities for participants to
learn about the rapidly growing dark sky movement, and how dark skies are about so
much more than astronomy. Please join us for an educational and entertaining afternoon
and evening!

Schedule

4:30   Mayor's welcome and student art contest awards

5:30   Dr. Jeffrey Hall, Executive Director, Lowell Observatory. 
Read more below

6:15   Update on the International Dark Sky Discovery Center by Joe Bill, President,
IDSDC.  This presentation includes an architectural flyover of the Center.

7:00    Robert Alling, Manager, Community Outreach Program, ASU School of Earth
and Space Exploration
The connection of astronomical phenomena and our concept of time and calendar will be
discussed.  Basically, when we left the farm, so to speak, we also left behind a direct
physical connection to rhythms of nature defined by the movement of the earth and
moon. Examples of connections between ritual and calendar will be discussed,
concluding with ‘Five Ways to Reconnect’, including dark skies.

Merica, Tony Pistilli

 



BUT WAIT, THERE'S MORE... 
 

Craft Beer and Wine Garden

Live Music by Pearl Ridge Duo

Live Animals

Student Art Contest Display

Food Trucks

Hands-on Activities at the Fountain Hills
Library and the River of Time Museum

8:00    Out of this world star party and laser sky tour on Centennial Circle
 



Smart Lighting Demonstrations

Silent Auction

 
The Jerry & Jackie Miles Art Auction
artwork on display in the Fountain Hills Community Center

The Miles Collection features over 80 works of art, including paintings, prints, and
sculptures by notable artists from across the West. Much of the collection is Western or
Southwest themed, with some eclectic departures that are often fun and whimsical. 
All proceeds benefit the International Dark Sky Discovery Center. Place your bid!

OUR FEATURE PRESENTATION
 

 



Dr. Jeffrey Hall, Executive Director
Lowell Observatory, Flagstaff, AZ
Satellite Constellations: A New Era in Low Earth Orbit

The increasing access to space by the private sector is creating a watershed era in the
exploration and use of near-Earth space. The number of satellites in orbit is rising
dramatically, and while satellites serve many useful purposes including communication
and navigation, the sheer number of them is creating potentially significant impacts to the
natural night sky. In this talk, we'll explore this complex issue, discuss recent efforts
between astronomy and the satellite industry to mitigate the impact of reflected light from
satellites, and examine possible unintended consequences such as increased space
debris and even impacts on climate.

OUR FEATURE EXHIBIT

TOUCH A METEORITE!

A unique experience and huge display
brought to you by the Phoenix
Astronomical Society
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