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February 16, 2022

Dear Friends,

Fasten your seat belts!!  The pace and excitement are taking off.

We have seen preliminary versions of a fantastic virtual 3D flyover of the IDSDC, and we
cannot wait to share it with you when it is completed in the coming weeks.  This world-
class facility will truly be an impressive-looking asset in Fountain Hills that will benefit the
entire State of Arizona.

The 3D flyover will be the result of the
great work being done by two of our
major partners for this project; Swaback
Architecture for their amazing facility
design and PGAV Destinations for
contributing some great artistic exhibit
concepts.  At right is just one example.

Now we have a third partner that we are very happy to have on our
team; McCarthy, a nationally recognized construction
company.  Their enthusiasm for our unique, highly technical project is
clear.  Also clear is their capability, as they have tremendous
experience building complex facilities, such as the ASU Biodesign

https://mailchi.mp/b2605c5428b4/special-day-today-idsdc-update-15249223?e=ba74692841


Institute, the OdySea Aquarium, others in Arizona, and many major
projects throughout the country.  Their initial focus will be determining
constructability and establishing detailed cost estimates that will

make the IDSDC shovel-ready by this fall.
 
Important to note, however, is that putting a shovel in the ground will only happen
when the funding level needed to complete construction is reached.  At this time,
we have received support from the State of Arizona thanks to the efforts of
Representative John Kavanagh and from over 130 donors who are members of
the Launch Crew.
 
Given the progress that has been made, we added a new Gift and Pledge
Program for larger donations.  Outright gifts have been greatly

appreciated.  However, some donors have asked if a major commitment
can be made contingent on the necessary funding level being reached to
commit to construction.  For that reason, we added pledges as an
option.  The gift and pledge programs are on the donation page of our
website here.

 
We thank you for your interest in the IDSDC and are happy you can enjoy the ride with us
as we move forward.  
 
May all your stars align, 

IDSDC Board of Directors
Joe Bill, President
Ted Blank, Vice President
Nancy Bill, Secretary/Treasurer
Scott Adams, Jerry Butler, Jeff Esposito, Walt Franklin, Alan Magazine, Chandra
Merica, Tony Pistilli
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A printable version of the above Launch Crew card is HERE.

The possibility exists to create an international centerpiece that will inspire future
scientists and people of all ages to understand how important dark skies are for the well-
being of humans, plants, and animals and for opening the window to the observable
universe.
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