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September 5, 2021

Dear Friends,

With the $2.5 million that the state of Arizona has awarded to our project, the pace, and the
excitement, has definitely picked up.

ARCHITECTURAL FIRM SELECTED 

The highly respected, award-winning architectural firm SWABACK,
which is based in Scottsdale, has been chosen to begin detailed
design of the IDSDC.  

Senior Partner Jon Bernhard is leading the design team and is
a decades-long resident of Fountain Hills.  Already, Jon, his
team, and representatives from our Board have visited the
planetariums at the Mesa Community College and Prescott’s
Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University, the Ashton B. Taylor
Auditorium at Mayo Clinic, and will soon be visiting the
Rancho Mirage Observatory near Palm Springs, CA.

https://mailchi.mp/e8dc5d82e378/special-day-today-idsdc-update-13410523?e=781d06ee34


PROJECT DEVELOPMENT MANAGER SELECTED
 
We are very pleased to have VICKY DERKSEN contracted half-time for this important role.

Helping guide the design effort and coordinate the many moving parts is a perfect match with
Vicky’s experience and interest.  Almost five years ago, she
joined the Fountain Hills Dark Sky Association Board right
after graduating from the first class of the Fountain Hills
Leadership Academy. She is now that Board’s Vice
President.  Two years ago, she joined the IDSDC Board and
has been a major contributor of time and effort.  She enjoys
teaching astronomy as a hobby and has created
awesome articles, blogs,
and podcasts for her own
website:

nightskytourist.com.  Check it out, as you’ll find intriguing
information ranging from Chaco Canyon and Stonehenge
to finding meteorites and constellations.

NEW SUPPORT STATEMENT
ALL the support statements we have received are GREATLY appreciated and are listed on our
home page.  We are very happy to have this one from Steve Chucri.

https://darkskycenter.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=f9c5128e133422ab8e8fd5f5d&id=035cbbafb4&e=781d06ee34
https://darkskycenter.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=f9c5128e133422ab8e8fd5f5d&id=240a9a227e&e=781d06ee34


MISSION CATEGORIES recently defined.
 
The Mission Categories explain how our goal of dark sky preservation relates to everything from
astronomy, to human health, to climate change, and more.  They are new on our home page
and clearly define our overall mission.  Check them out HERE.

Contributions to support our ongoing fundraising efforts are tax-deductible AND your name
could be on a prominent plaque.  Consider the opportunity below to join the Launch Crew.

Spread the word about the IDSDC – just forward this email.

May all your stars align,

IDSDC Board of Directors
Joe Bill, President

Ted Blank, Vice President

Nancy Bill, Secretary/Treasurer

Scott Adams, Jerry Butler, Clayton Corey
Jeff Esposito, Walt Franklin, Alan Magazine
Lisa Miller, Tony Pistilli, Jay Schlum

https://darkskycenter.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=f9c5128e133422ab8e8fd5f5d&id=07c017bbce&e=781d06ee34
https://darkskycenter.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=f9c5128e133422ab8e8fd5f5d&id=1b2a6f474b&e=781d06ee34


A printable version of the above Launch Crew card is HERE.

Our vision is to become the world’s center for learning about the importance of dark skies
and what lies beyond. The unique educational approach using dark sky preservation as a
portal to better understanding astronomy, the space program, the universe, and
sustainable life on earth will inspire, educate, and stir imaginations.
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