
September 9, 2020

Dear IDSDC Friends,

Not surprisingly, many of us have compensated for the pandemic-related challenge of
meeting in person by becoming more accustomed to meeting virtually.  This paradigm-
shift includes potential major donors.  For that reason, our Board decided to resume our
fundraising efforts in October rather than wait many more months until everything is back
to normal.  We are energized by our decision and very excited about moving forward. 

In the meantime, this is a good time for you to hear from each of our Board members
about why we are excited and why we believe the IDSDC will be an amazing new facility
for Arizona. 

Ted Blank:  “The Dark Sky Observatory with the planned
27.5 inch Planewave telescope would be the largest
observatory in the Phoenix metro area.  This would present
tremendous STEM education opportunities and enable close
working relationships with ASU and other area colleges.  I
predict frequent lines of people excited to see glimpses of
our universe.  I can’t wait!”

Vicky Derksen:  “Astrotourism is growing
worldwide.  We are perfectly positioned to offer a
unique experience that would capitalize on our
naturally dark skies and offer an incredible learning
opportunity for those already in Arizona as well as
those traveling to our astronomy state.”

Scott Adams:  "As reported by the International



 Scott Adams:  "As reported by the International
Dark-Sky Association, 'Every year, light pollution
is estimated to increase at twice the rate of
global population growth.’   Exhibits and
activities planned for the IDSDC will serve to
strengthen the important work of the Fountain
Hills Dark Sky Association to educate people
about the advantages of smart outdoor lighting
and help preserve the night sky."
 
 

 
Lisa Miller:  “The American Medical Association
recognizes the adverse effect on human health of
improper outdoor lighting.  But how many people
realize that nocturnal animals are also threatened by
these bad practices?  The IDSDC would provide a
wonderful venue for helping people understand this
important issue.”
 

Tony Pistilli:  “The Hyperspace Planetarium with
the latest 360-degree projection technology will
offer an awesome educational experience and
help people of all ages better understand not
only the cosmos, but also all the various science-
related topics that will be shown.”
 

Jay Schlum:  “After our community was
awarded the International Dark Sky Community
designation, a number of people moved to
Fountain Hills and bought homes.  With the
worldwide attention that the IDSDC will bring, I
believe many people who appreciate dark skies
yet prefer to be close to a metropolitan area will
consider making our community their home.”
 

Walt Franklin:  “The Inspiration Theater, with its
advanced audiovisual systems, tiered seating
and surround sound acoustics, will provide the
perfect venue for professional presentations and
optimal learning experiences.  Beyond that,
during times the facility is not being utilized for its



during times the facility is not being utilized for its
primary mission, the theater will be able to show
independent, art house, classic, and potentially
even first-run family movies.”  
 

 
Jerry Butler:  “I am particularly enthused about
the potential collaboration with the other entities
surrounding the IDSDC – The Community
Garden, River of Time Museum, Library, and
Centennial Circle Sculpture Garden.  With
integrated marketing, they will generate
busloads of visitors to our downtown area.”
 

Nancy Bill:  “With its sustainable business
model, the facility will be able to employ a
number of professionals in full-time jobs.  These
jobs will be focused on providing quality
education and unique experiential opportunities
for students and visitors from around the
world.  In addition, the IDSDC will offer unique
volunteer opportunities for people of all ages.”

 
 
Clayton Corey:  “As Benjamin Franklin said, ‘Tell
me and I will forget. Teach me and I may
remember. Involve me and I will learn.’  This is
exactly why the Immersion Zone will be a state-
of-the-art, highly interactive exhibit hall and will
involve students and adults alike in a learning
experience like no other.”

 

 
Alan Magazine:  “As a current member of the
Town Council, I know how important this project
is to Fountain Hills.  This will be a unique regional
attraction and educational venue that will bring
many visitors to our wonderful community and
benefit the entire state of Arizona.”

 

 Joe Bill:  “Fountain Hills was the
17th International Dark Sky Community in the



17th International Dark Sky Community in the
world.  Now there are almost thirty.  Additionally,
there are over 100 Dark Sky Parks and
Reserves.  And to demonstrate that this is a
growing international movement, there are over
200 Dark Sky Place applications in process.  We
are positioned to have the first and only
International Dark Sky Discovery Center.  What
an exciting opportunity for worldwide
recognition.”  

 
Hopefully these statements will help you understand why our entire Board is passionate
about the IDSDC and why we are doing our best to bring it to life.
 
Again, thank you for your interest in the IDSDC project.  
 
Stay safe,
 
Board of Directors, 
International Dark Sky Discovery Center
 
Joe Bill, President                            Vicky Derksen
Ted Blank, Vice President                Walt Franklin
Nancy Bill, Secretary/Treasurer       Alan Magazine
Scott Adams                                    Lisa Miller
Jerry Butler                                      Tony Pistilli
Clayton Corey                                  Jay Schlum
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