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Dear IDSDC Friends,
Thank you for your interest in the International Dark Sky Discovery Center.
Since our last email to you in December, our focus has been on

fundraising. Thanks to some of you receiving this email, we have begun to
develop connections that could potentially transform the IDSDC from dream to

reality. Please continue to think about more ; g Qs ¥
connections for us. All of you are on the i: ' ¥ ‘g_" ! -
team. And by the way, not only is this an T- - ' : " i i ' L2
outstanding team, but it’s also a pretty big team ' e

with 429 who signed up to be on our email list.

In January, we met with the CEO and the Senior Director of Government and
Community Affairs of GPEC (Greater Phoenix Economic Council). They did not
hold back in their enthusiasm for this project and they hope to find some
connections for us.

We are continuing a great relationship with the Arizona Community
Foundation. Recently, the Director of the Arizona Endowment Building Institute
presented to our Board. Besides educating us about the work of their
foundation, they hope to identify some connections that could help our
fundraising.

A few weeks ago, we met with the Director of ASU’s School of Earth and Space


https://mailchi.mp/434e0bee2383/update-international-dark-sky-discovery-center?e=781d06ee34

Exploration (SESE) and the Director of Development for Natural
Sciences. Both are very supportive of our efforts and confident about
developing a number of collaborative opportunities for the IDSDC and ASU.

Speaking of ASU, one of the speakers for the Saturday, March 28 Fountain
Hills Dark Sky Festival is Dr. Patrick Young, an Associate Professor in

SESE. Dr. Young is a theoretical astrophysicist and astrobiologist and he will
talk about how supernovae deliver newly
synthesized elements to star-forming
regions and how this informs research from
planet formation to geophysics. His
presentation will be at 5pm. At 7pm, Dr.
Mario Motta, who is on the Board of
Trustees for the American Medical
Association (AMA), is flying in from
Massachusetts to talk about why the AMA recommends that the CCT
(Correlated Color Temperature) of outdoor lighting should be 3,000K or less for
health reasons. He will share much information about how melatonin is
suppressed by high CCT lighting and how the data is so compelling that the
World Health Organization has declared circadian-rhythm disruption as a class
2A carcinogen.

The Festival, which runs from 4pm to 9pm at the FH Community Center, offers
much in addition to the above presentations. The event is fun for all ages and
includes a live nocturnal animal display, a laser tour of the night sky given by
the Director of the Lowell Observatory and a ;
NASA Solar System Ambassador, an
astrophotography and student art display,
live music, beer and wine garden, food
trucks, solar walk, and additional activities
at the library, River of Time Museum, and
the Community Garden. Mark your
calendar. For more info, CLICK HERE.

Yet another fun activity is planned. It’s called Astronomy on Tap. It’s a national
movement and Fountain Hills will soon be authorized as an official chapter, the


https://darkskycenter.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=f9c5128e133422ab8e8fd5f5d&id=d7b1770e9b&e=781d06ee34

only one in the Phoenix metro area. The upcoming event is scheduled for
Thursday, March 5 at 6:30pm and will be held in the private dining room at
CopperWynd. This is a repeat of the
event being held on February 20 because
that one filled up before we had a chance
to publicly announce it. There is a $10
fee at the door that covers the snacks
provided by CopperWynd and a cash

bar. It begins with a half hour of
socializing, followed by an approximately
half hour presentation that will be given by
Dr. Per Aannestad, ASU Professor Emeritus of Physics and Astronomy who
resides in Fountain Hills. His talk is titled “From the Pale Blue Dot to the End of
the Observable Universe.” The subject was inspired by the 30th anniversary of
the "Pale Blue Dot" photo of Earth from space, made famous by Carl Sagan.
After the talk, large telescopes will be set up outside the meeting room for
public viewing. If you're interested, we ask that you reserve a seat soon, since
the room can only accommodate 40 people. To reserve a seat, CLICK HERE.

One of our Board members, Vicky Derksen, has created a new website called
Night Sky Tourist. It’s a ticket to AstroTourism g

and ArchaeoAstronomy. If you’d like to read
some outstanding articles about the
ArchaeoAstronomy of Chaco Canyon, the V
Bar V Heritage Site, the Hohokam, and more,
check out her site: hitps:/nightskytourist.com

Photo credit: archaeologicalconservancy.org

A special thank you goes to 37 of you who have joined our Launch Crew. Your
contributions are supporting our fundraising efforts and you will be recognized
in the IDSDC when it is built. We are doing our best to turn connections into
major donations. However, just to temper expectations, every fundraiser will
tell you that major donations take considerable time to finalize. Nevertheless,
we are very optimistic about eventual success.

If you haven’t already joined the launch crew, you can mail the card below,
which can be printed if you CLICK HERE, or you can make a donation with

vouir credit card via PavPal on oiir webhsite here:
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https://darkskycenter.org/contact/ The IDSDC is a 501(c)3 organization and
contributions are tax deductible.

Again, thank you for your interest in this project. Suggestions for us can be
sent directly to joebill@darkskycenter.org. And keep those connections
coming!!

Board of Directors,
International Dark Sky Discovery Center

Joe Bill, President Vicky Derksen
Ted Blank, Vice President Walt Franklin
Nancy Bill, Secretary/Treasurer Alan Magazine
Scott Adams Lisa Miller
Jerry Butler Tony Pistilli
Clayton Corey Jay Schlum

JOIN OUR LAUNCH CREW!

International Dark Sky Discovery Center D“:KS”

v
Donations in any amount are welcome and are tax-deductible. Donors

contributing $100 or more will be recognized on a plaque in the Center as follows:

$100 - 499: Launch Sponsor
$500 — 999: Launch Patron
$1,000 or more: Launch Founder

Name:

Email address:

Amount of Donation: Date:

Please make check payable to: International Dark Sky Discovery Center and mail to:
International Dark Sky Discovery Center, PO Box 18198, Fountain Hills, AZ 85269

All donors will be added to the email list of supporters to receive occasional updates.
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